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THE SALON Ð New Years Eve Eve  
 December 30, 2011 

 
Celebrating the night BEFORE New Years’ Eve in vintage style and glamour,  
with over 40 performers at the newly reopened Copacabana in Times Square! 

 
New York City, NY (December 6, 2011) Ð Following several years of their wildly successful parties on the night before 
New Years Eve, THE SALON is proud to present another unforgettable vintage affair - their 4th annual NEW YEARS 
EVE EVE party at the historic Copacabana in Times Square, in the final event celebrating their 10th Anniversary year.  
 
This year's venue is the newly reopened COPACABANA, one of 
the most famed and historic clubs in New York City. Since 1940 
everyone has performed at the Copa from Sinatra and the Rat Pack, 
to Ella Fitzgerald, Liza Minelli, Edith Piaff, The Supremes, and the 
list goes on, and on. Now in the heart of Times Square, the new 
Copa boasts one of the largest dance floors in town, with beautiful 
new Brazilian-wood floors, numerous bars, and state of the art 
sound systems. As a celebration of the Copa's musical heritage, The 
Salon is proud to present some of the hottest talent in town 
representing the many eras of the Copa's illustrious history. This 
stellar lineup includes live swing, jazz and lounge music, dancing, 
burlesque, vintage performers and artisanal cocktails. 
 
Featured live musical performers on the main dance floor include the GEORGE GEE SWING ORCHESTRA, one of the 
top swing big bands in the country and a favorite among dancers; sultry siren QUEEN ESTHER & THE HOT FIVE 
performing many of the great jazz standards; and late night hot jazz sets by the MICHAEL ARENELLA QUINTET.  
 
From 6 to 9pm in the CopaÕs newly completed rooftop lounge, counter-intelligence officers and undercover agents  are 
invited to the Top-Secret ÒSpy Lounge,Ó to observe classified performances and cocktails with SARAH TRACEY & THE 
JET SET QUARTET for the album release party of her debut full-length CD, ÒTell No One.Ó  The Spy Lounge 
commences covert operations with an early set by the handsome Ford male model and singer, DON GATOR & THE 
KINGS OF SPYROCK. Between sets DJs JACK FETTERMAN & GINA OF THE JUNGLE will be spinning spy themed 
lounge music throughout the night. 
 
Additional performers throughout the event include: The 1920Õs Tap Dancing Sensation, THE MINSKY SISTERS; 
Emcee Extraordinaire DANDY WELLINGTON; and sizzling burlesque dancers LEGS MALONE, HAZEL 
HONEYSUCKLE and GAL FRIDAY along with our lovely vintage Go-Go dancers and stage kittens EVELYN VYNL 
and SYDNEY SUNRISE. DJ RYAN SWIFT spins on the main dance floor, and a custom cocktail menu will be prepared 
by the SalonÕs cocktail impresario, FREDO from Loungerati.com. 
 
Many people ask, why the night BEFORE New Years Eve? The SalonÕs founder, Patrick Soluri responds, “For a few 
years we’ve had amazing events on New Years Eve Eve – and we throw some good events! Most people have 
commitments and plans the next night, but nothing to do the night before, often friends or family in town for the holidays. 
Plus there is so much pressure for New Years Eve… most people tell us they had more fun at our event, the night before!” 
 
The Salon is Friday, December 30, 2011. Doors open at 6pm, with live music from 6:30pm to 1:30am. THE 
COPACABANA is located at 268 West 47th Street (corner of 8th Ave) in New York City. Online tickets are $25 in 
advance, or $30 at the door.  There are a limited number of $70 VIP Tickets. 21+ (ID required) 
 

For more information and advance tickets please visit: http://www.thesalon.biz 
Hi-Rez photos available upon request. All photos in this release were taken at The Salon by Michael Soluri. (except Minsky Sisters) 
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Additional Information  

 

Since 2001, THE SALON  has been bringing together creative people to 
perform live music, dance, drink, share their art, and socialize. The tradition 

of great Salons from the past has been reinterpreted for the modern world by 

pulling from a creative community of friends and colleagues who come 
together to share, collaborate, and showcase their incredible talents in an 

atmosphere of old-school glamour and up-to-the-minute appreciation of the 

finest talents in vintage-inflected music and performance that New York 
City has to offer. Time Out NY called The Salon one of, “The four big 
event producers on NYC’s booming Jazz Age scene…”  

 
After midnight the hottest of New YorkÕs hot jazz bands, THE MICHAEL ARENELLA  QUINTET , will perform late 

night sets for dancers and music lovers. Michael Arenella & His Dreamland Orchestra is the world's premier Jazz-Age 
dance orchestra, steeped in the hot-dance band tradition of the 1920s and early 1930s. (www.dreamlandorchestra.com) 

 

The GEORGE GEE SWING ORCHESTRA is one of the hottest big bands in New York 
City, if not the country. Along with vocalists John Dokes (his recently released album cover 

features a photo of him performing at a Salon), the 10-piece band will perform three sets of 

Savoy Ballroom-influenced swing in the main ballroom, providing plenty of inspiration for 
dancers and music aficionados alike. (www.georgegee.com). 

 

Starting off the live music in the main ballroom, you will find fine cocktails and 

QUEEN ESTHER & THE HOT FIVE, a collective of New York City's finest 
jazz musicians that plays intimate reconfigurations of rare all-American standards 

and original modern classics. The band is the brainchild of vocalist Queen Esther, 

who was the Grand Prize winner of the 2008 Jazzmobile Jazz Vocal Competition. 
(www.queen-esther.com) 

 
 

The 1920's Tap Dancing Sensation, THE MINSKY SISTERS,  return to the Salon. The glittery gals 

are swingin' and shufflin', tappin' and flappin' their way around speakeasy street, hoping to give you a 
glimpse of what has been referred to as "sizzle"! Jen and Kristen Minsky are the hottest sensation to 

surface in the Cabaret scene in years! The duo was recently honored with an illustration of them in the 

New Yorker magazine. (http://minskysisters.digitalpropaganda.com) 
 

The dapper DANDY WELLINGTON has been the SalonÕs Master of Ceremonies 

for the last two years, starting with New YearÕs Eve Eve 2009 at the Players Club, 
and 2010 at Rebel NYC. He sings, he dances and he always looks sharp! 

(http://dandywellington.com) 

 

Burlesque has long been a part of The Salon, and the evening wouldnÕt be complete 

without the talents of some of New YorkÕs loveliest burlesque dancers. We proudly 
present GAL FRIDAY  and HAZEL HONEYSUCKLE , and welcome back Salon favorite LEGS MALONE, the girl 

with the thirty-four and a half inch inseam.  



 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 
 
THE SALON  
The Salon has been producing unique events for more than ten years featuring live jazz, big band, burlesque, swing dancing, artisan 
cocktails, and performances of all kind. Inspired by the Parisian salons from the late 19th and early 20th century, composer and music 
producer Patrick Soluri begun hosting Salons in his apartment in 2001. Quickly outgrowing his apartment, THE SALON is now held 
at some of New York's top venues such as THE EDISON BALLROOM, THE PLAYERS CLUB, GALAPAGOS ART SPACE, AND 
THE EMPIRE HOTEL ROOFTOP, among others. Featuring some of the best musicians, artists and dancers in New York City, The 
Salon has gained a reputation as one of the best parties in New York specializing in multi-level live music and dance events, with 
multiple acts performing simultaneously, often ranging from 25-60 performers per event. The Salon pulls on average from 250 to 
500+ guests per event -- from swing dancers to Loungers, to music aficionados, and everyone in between. 
 
Notable past events The Salon has produced include their annual NEW YEARS EVE EVE - in 2009 at the Players Club, and 2010 at 
Rebel NYC, both with over 500 guests attending. The annual THE LIBERTY BELLE SPECTACULAR, on July 4th, (2010 and 
2011), has been a co-production with Dances of Vice, WitÕs End and Champagne Riot at the Empire Hotel rooftop bar with over 1,000 
guests each year and significant press attention, including WALL STREET JOURNAL, TIME OUT NY, METROMIX, MTV, NY 
POST and more. TIME OUT called it the “Top Live Show - Best of the Week" and one of THE things to do in NY on July 4th. In 
March 2011 CELEBRATING SINATRA was held at the beautiful Edison Ballroom in Times Square as part of the SalonÕs 10th 
Anniversary and featured over 60 performers including the legendaey guitarist Bucky Pizzarelli and other notable musicians that 
performed with Frank Sinatra. This event was recently awarded "the Best Lounge or Vintage Event of 2011Ó by Loungerati.com.  
 
 
GEORGE GEE SWING ORCHESTRA 
The George Gee Swing Orchestra deeply enjoys their hard-earned reputation as the swinginÕ-est, blowinÕ-est, hepp-est classic big 
band in New York City. And they take special pride in their ranking as the #1 swing dance band by legendary Savoy dancers like 
Frankie Manning and Dawn Hampton Ð and dedicated fans around the world. George Gee is one of the top big band leaders in New 
York City and has one of the most popular swing dance bands around, with swing dancers and music aficionados flocking to see them 
perform. 
 
 
QUEEN ESTHER & THE H OT FIVE  
A collective of New York City's finest jazz musicians that plays intimate reconfigurations of rare all-American standards and original 
modern classics. The brainchild of Queen Esther, a multi-disciplinary artist. Her work as a vocalist, lyricist, songwriter, actor/solo 
performer and playwright has led to creative collaborations in neo-vaudeville, alternative theater, various alt-rock configurations, 
(neo) swing bands, trip hop DJs, spoken word performances, jazz combos, jam bands, various blues configurations, original Off 
Broadway plays and musicals, experimental music/art noise and performance art. As a featured actor in Bravo TV's documentary 
series The It Factor, an AUDELCO award-nominated star of George C. Wolfe's Harlem Song, and the Grand Prize winner of the 2008 
Jazzmobile Jazz Vocal Competition, Queen Esther continues to create solo performance art as well as self-released original music 
while thriving on ongoing creative partnerships in jazz. 
 
 
MICHAEL ARENELLA  QUINTET  
Michael Arenella & His Dreamland Orchestra is the world's premier Jazz-Age dance orchestra, steeped in the hot-dance band tradition 
of the 1920s and early 1930s. Their size ranges from a full dance orchestra to smaller incarnations. They play their "Hot-and-Sweet" 
music anywhere that fine and eclectic tastes meet.  The Dreamland Orchestra is authentic. Arenella transcribes by hand their entire 
repertoire from period recordings. Their delivery, as well as their instruments, attire, and equipment Ñ  are faithfully accurate. 
Arenella's strong yet vulnerable baritone lacks pretense or sarcasm. He treasures each lyric, and has faith in the songs he sings. Even 
the most optimisic Tin Pan Alley tune has a disarming quality in his hands. Though certainly anachronistic, the orchestra's presence 
invokes the vibrations of something unmistakably timeless. While authentic to a "T", Michael Arenella prefers not to be labelled a 
recreationalist. He takes an antiquated template and infuses it with the immediacy of the present. Spontaneity is what gave the original 
music of the era its magic, and it is also the primary ingredient and imprimatur of the Dreamland Orchestra. 
 
 
LOUNGERATI  
The cocktail craze that has seduced the city recently is nothing new to the Loungerati; theyÕve been living la dolce vita for over ten 
years.  Their flight plan - create an outlet for like-minded individuals united in the pursuit of lounge culture. Their website provides 
reviews of cocktails, lounges, bars and events, as well as articles, entertainment, and commentary. Keep your eyes open for Loungerati 
sponsored events and cocktail menus near you! 
 
 



DON GATOR & THE KING S OF SPYROCK 
For Dennis Hirdt, a NYC-based model and musician whoÕs known as the King of Spyrock, the travel demands of life as an 
international model brought on an aha! moment. ÒI was traveling constantly Ñ  I'd get a call from an agency rep, this voice with an 
accent thatÕd tell me which country I was flying to next,Ó Hirdt said. ÒIÕd hang out in strange and exotic circles, and everybody wanted 
to shoot me. I thought, ÔThis is pretty similar to being a spy.ÕÓ Throughout the album, the spy world comes alive, with a richness 
evoking yacht parties, innuendo and bottomless cocktails. But the lyrics are not without substance. Metaphors are HirdtÕs weapons of 
choice, exploring themes that allow listeners to associate their experiences with that of GatorÕs: lost loves, personal battles, the thrill of 
the chase and bold beginnings. Spyrock Defined. Finally. Continuity is achieved through the albumÕs storyline and HirdtÕs all-out, 
Bowie-meets-Axl -then-charters-a-jet-with-Vedder vocals. Guest appearances include Roger RosenbergÕs bari sax on the title track and 
Evah WalkerÕs featured vocals on Arms Dealers & Art Collectors. 
 
SpyrockÕs roots are in surf rock. On this groundbreaking album of storytelling through music, the guitars are the stars, thanks to the 
always-sinuous, often-cutting stylings of Justin Gild and Ben Rosenberg. The overall sonic brazenness allows rhythm to take the lead, 
going from dance-inducing (My Love at MI6) to transporting indie rock (Benedict Mauvais) to riding-with-the-top-down Americana 
(Burn). Piano-based mid-tempos are peppered with Ben Folds hope (Brazilian Summer), while affecting ballads (Try a Little Harder, 
Heaven) reveal the inner Gator.  
 
 
DANDY WELLINGTON  
Dandy Wellington, born and raised in Harlem, NY, grew up with one foot on the stage, and jazz pumping through his veins. Three 
years after tossing his graduation cap from NYU, Dandy decided to dedicate his life to social awareness through the mediums he 
knows best: fashion, production, and entertainment. Through his own brand and lifestyle, Dandy has developed strong relationships 
within many industries, both local and abroad, and is consistently creating partnerships as a social media guru, producer of events, 
performer, or conceptual stylist. Clients such as Make Up Forever, Vigoss Denim, Red Bull Space, and Laura Dawson have enlisted 
Dandy for his sought-after imagination, and unparalleled eye for detail. Featured in The NY Times, The NY Post, and Time Out NY, 
Dandy Wellington has become the "go-to guy" for all things lifestyle related.  The classic aesthetic and modern perspective that is 
Dandy, has, and will continue to be a fixture of NYC and beyond. With each performance, fashion production, and event 
collaboration, Dandy Wellington will continue to be the glue that binds a generation of creative minds and corporations to their 
prospective audiences. Dandy is currently vocalist of Dandy Wellington and His Band, and a member of world renowned performance 
group, The Harlem James Gang. 
 
 
LEGS MALONE  
A born and bred New Yorker, Legs Malone is the Girl With The Thirty-Four and a Half Inch Inseam. Legs got her start through 
London's famed Whoopee club in 2006 and has performed on stages throughout New York City, London, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, 
Bermuda, Washington DC, Richmond, The Berkshires, and The Hamptons. Legs was Associate Producer at Sugar Shack Burlesque 
from 2007-2010 and produced The Legs Malone Show, an exhibition of performative art with a distinctly burlesque twist, from 2008 - 
2010. She continues to perform widely throughout the NYC area and regularly up and down the East Coast, not to mention all over the 
world! With a formal academic training in Art History and Contemporary Art, Legs brings a developed eye towards the aesthetics of 
theater, performance and entertainment to create humorous and titillating acts for the audience's pleasure. Her goal is to be a heart-
stoppingly excellent performer on every stage and in every country she finds herself in. Vive le spectacle!  
 
 
GAL FRIDAY  
"After years of desk jockeying for "the man", this Gal Friday decided to take her talents and apply them to the stage. The lady that 
once typed 70 words a minute, equipped with a clever quip playing on her lip, is now one of New York City's top Burly-Q 
bombshells. Ms. Friday has come along way since her debut: She had the honor of performing at Miss Exotic World for the title of 
'Best Debut' and is also extremely proud to have held the title of 'Miss Coney Island 2009.' She loves teaching for the New York 
School of Burlesque, introducing new students to the delightful world of striptease!! Truly, hiding a gal like this behind a desk would 
be a crime! 
 
 
HAZEL HONEYSUCKLE  
Hazel Honeysuckle began her burlesque career at Jo WeldonÕs NY School of Burlesque, making her debut on the stage of the Slipper 
Room. A childhood ballerina, Hazel developed her love for performing in weekend recitals, with tutus and sequined costumes in tow. 
Later experience in ballroom dancing fueled the desire for elegance and poise. She has now traded up to rhinestoned pasties, and 
developed a true love for the glamour of the golden age of burlesque, and the women (both then and now) who paved the way for 
todayÕs performers. An avid crafter, Hazel sews almost all of her costumes herself, finding the development of a costume to be half 
the fun! She also makes custom costume items and pasties for other performers. Hazel is one-third of NYCÕs premier all-classic 
burlesque troupe, The Rhinestone Follies. She has also performed with various shows including Wasabassco Burlesque, Erotic 
Broadway: Vintage Variety, SweetsÕ Shop, the NY Pinup Club, Dim Sum Burlesque, D20 Burlesque, and at NYC venues including 
The Slipper Room, City Winery, Nurse Bettie, Public Assembly, Union Hall, Duane Park and R Bar. Hazel is into dancing, dress-up, 
sewing, crafting, sci-fi , fantasy, Dungeons & Dragons, and dorks. 



 
DJ RYAN SWIFT  
Ryan has been swing dancing since 1998 and has been DJing for over a decade. He has had the privilege of spinning for numerous 
exchanges, dance camps, weekend workshops, and competitions, including national events such as ILHC, ULHS, Rhythmic Arts 
Festival, Southwest LindyFest, Swing Out New Hampshire, the Basie Centennial Weekend & Lincoln Center's Midsummer Night 
Swing. Corporate events have included clients such as Gawker & Bally's Atlantic City. Ryan is also music coordinator & house DJ for 
Yehoodi.com's weekly Frim Fram Jam, Thursdays in NYC.  Vist him online at http://dj.ryanswift.com 

 
DJ JACK FETTERMAN & GINA OF THE JUNGLE  
Jack Fetterman co-created the quintessential NYC lounge party, "In Hi-Fi: Exotic Cocktail Music," at Bar d'O in 1996. Jack spins 
Exotica, Space Age Bachelor Pad, Now Sound, and other related genres at special engagements. He also throws down tracks for 
burlesque gigs like Bombshell Burlesque, Starshine Burlesque, the New York Burlesque Festival, and the Coney Island Mermaid 
Parade. In 2006, Jack produced "The Quiet City Penthouse Party" for Luxuriamusic.com, a ground-breaking Internet radio show, 
featuring go-go dancers, retro fashion shows, DJs, lip-syncing musicians, and assorted boozehounds via webcam. As a recording 
artist, Jack has re-arranged the music of Esquivel, Perez Prado, Les Baxter, Don Tiki, and the Waitiki 7. His latest track, "Similau," 
will appear on the April 2011 vinyl-only release of "The Waitiki 7 in Hi-Fi." Currently, Jack can be heard spinning Exotica with 
partner Gina of the Jungle at Tiki blowouts across the country and in the Big (pine)Apple. 
 
 
SARAH TRACEY  
Sarah Tracey was born with an adventurous spirit and flair for drama. Her family tree reads like something out of Indiana Jones: 
she was descended from Irish horse thieves and Mayflower crusaders; eccentric visionaries and aviation pioneers; scandalous 
headline-makers and submarine-dodgers; explorers and excavators (it was, after all, on an archeological dig in 1938 that her 
grandfather discovered one of the first dinosaur fossils in North America). So, itÕs no surprise that in dreaming up her debut full-length 
album, Tell No One, she slipped into the stiletto boots and fearless drive of a glamorous spy girl, writing dizzy fantasies of jet-setting 
around the globe and uncovering decadent and dangerous secrets along the way. Tell No One covers a decidedly bolder musical terrain 
than Sarah Tracey has ever dared risk until now. Inspired by the espionage film scores of the Cold War era- complete with a sexy 
vintage kick and a swinginÕ horn section- itÕs the perfect backdrop for sipping your martini while reaching for the dynamite in your 
boot heel, escaping a helicopter while swinging your vintage convertible out of a mountain curve, or an undercover fling into a 
seductress double agentÕs lair. The sultry and sensual vocals that have become Miss TraceyÕs trademark are ever-present, but the 
playful, sassy and empowered vibe owes just as much to Nancy Sinatra as it does Nina Simone. 
 
 She points out that ÔSpyÕ genre was full of fun musical twists to play with. ‘We have everything represented here from action-packed 
high-energy retro grooves and surf guitar riffs, to tango and exotic Latin lounge beats, to jazz-inflected lullabies.’ Lyrically, the 
concept of the Ôsecret identityÕ took on a rich and emotionally resonant tone. The release of Tell No One marks an important milestone 
for this Chicago-bred singer/songwriter. Of course it wasnÕt all fantasy: the necessity of hard work was drilled into her by her 
grandfather: a ballet dancer, Shakespeare aficionado, cellist, and musical mentor who made sure Sarah got the training and education 
every legitimate artist needs to thrive.  After studying at the Cincinnati and Boston Conservatories, and the Chicago College of 
Performing Arts at Roosevelt University, she moved to NYC with music degree in hand. 
 
Her New York career has been a rollercoaster of diverse musical experiments and dues-paying. Highlights include: crooning sultry 
ballads at midnight every Saturday as the opening act for a magician in an underground speakeasy, strutting white satin gloves and 
sequins as a professional Doo-Wop Girl with Rock and Roll legends The Drifters and The Coasters, singing the best of Motown at 
CaesarÕs Palace Casino in Atlantic City, providing hooks for hip-hop tracks as a studio session vocalist, channeling her inner Bardot  
while paying tribute to the music of Serge Gainsbourg (playing a set exclusively in French!) for the 2010 Tribeca Film Festival, 
shimmying and serenading in naughty Burlesque shows, singing VerdiÕs Requiem at Avery Fisher Hall in Lincoln Center (supporting 
the Interschool Orchestras of New York), and honing her own songwriting in the small clubs and tucked-away cabarets of downtown 
Manhattan. Partly funded by her fans, Tell No One was recorded live at legendary Sear Sound Recording in New York City, with 
sultry grooves provided by some of NYCÕs favorite session players. Extra flash was brought in by a brass section straight from 
Broadway and backup vocals from her own team of Doo-Wop girls. A sexy, stylish, and soulful journey of intrigue through secret 
hotel rooms, mysterious penthouses, and soaring private jets. 
 
 
LINKS  
http://www.thesalon.biz 
http://www.georgegee.com 
http://queen-esther.com 
http://dreamlandorchestra.com 
http://dandywellington.com 
http://minskysisters.digitalpropaganda.com 
www.hazelhoneysuckle.com/ 

http://www.dongator.com  
http://www.legsmalone.com 
http://www.sarahtracey.com  
http://www.loungerati.com 
http://www.yehoodi.com 
http://www.patricksoluri.com 
http://www.soluri-architecture.com  

 


