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THE LOUNGE – A swank new event at The Edison Ballroom 
Featuring live jazz & lounge bands, burlesque dancers, DJ’s and mixologists. 

 May 13th, May 20th and June 3rd 
 
 

New York City, NY (May 2, 2011) –THE SALON has teamed up with the beautiful 1930’s 
EDISON BALLROOM to feature the best in lounge, with a spectacular lineup of live jazz and 
lounge bands, burlesque dancers, DJ’s and mixologists. Plus, there is a top-shelf open bar and hors 
d'oeuvres all night; THE LOUNGE perfectly evokes the glamour of classic New York City. 
 
Known for throwing some of the best retro-inspired parties in New York City, THE SALON created this new swank 
event within the intimate setting of the upstairs lounge of the renovated 1930’s Edison Ballroom. For dancers, The 
Edison Ballroom's BIG BAND NIGHT is happening simultaneously downstairs on the dance floor. Besides live 
music and open dancing all night by JOE BATTAGLIA AND THE NY BIG BAND (and a house Latin band), The 
Edison Ballroom is sponsoring a dance competition, with $7,000 in cash and prizes. Once guests have paid 
admission, there is no extra cost to go between the two events, or join the contests. 
 
THE LOUNGE – complete lineup 

FRIDAY, MAY 13TH 
Featuring live music by LAPIS LUNA; ANGIE PONTANI - the reigning Queen of Burlesque & Miss Exotic 
World; MC DANDY WELLINGTON; DJ EFFERVESCENT; and mixologist crafted cocktails by 
KENNETH MCCOY. 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 20TH 
Featuring live music by MATTHEW PIAZZI & THE DEBONAIRS; GRACE GOTHAM - Humor's Favorite 
Temptress; MC DANDY WELLINGTON; Primativa in Hi-Fi The Exotic Sounds of DJs JACK 
FETTERMAN & GINA OF THE JUNGLE; and mixologist crafted cocktails by FREDO CERASO. 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 3RD 
Featuring live music by QUEEN ESTHER & HER LADS OF JOY; burlesque by MEDIANOCHE; MC 
DANDY WELLINGTON; DJ GAYLORD FIELDS; and mixologist crafted cocktails. 

 
These special events for dancers, loungers and music lovers has a perfect setting in the beautifully restored 1930's 
EDISON BALLROOM, a legendary art-deco venue in Times Square featuring a new state-of-the-art sound system, 
an enormous stage, an exquisite lounge and one of the best dance floors in New York City for a total of 16,000 
square feet for your dancing and lounging pleasure. 
 
With a top-shelf open bar all night and hors d'oeuvres, everything is included with admission, and we mean 
everything – even tips, taxes and coat check. For guests wanting to indulge in true supper-club chic, The Edison 
Ballroom is offering a gourmet four-course dinner by their award winning chef, with VIP reserved tables on the 
dance floor.  
 
THE LOUNGE is FRIDAY May 13th, May 20th and June 3rd at THE EDISON BALLROOM, located at 240 west 
47th Street (btw Broadway & 8th Ave) and starts at 9:30pm with live music until 1am. General Admission is $45 and 
includes top-shelf open bar all night, hors d'oeuvres, tips and coat check. Tickets can be purchased at the door. 
 
Dinner is $125 and includes a VIP table with a prime view of the stage, four-course dinner, a top-shelf open bar all 
night, gratuities and coat check. Dinner seating begins at 7pm and is served through 9:30pm. Reservations are 
recommended for dinner by calling 212-201-7650, group discounts available.  
 

For more information or questions contact Patrick at 917-586-6758 or info@thesalon.biz  
* * * 



P o s t c a rds - April 15th P o s t c a rds - May 13th

THE SALON - Lounging, Dancing and Swinging in Style since 2001

Guests dancing at THE SALON - The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011 Queen Esther at THE SALON - The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011

Dandy Wellington at THE SALON - The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011 Hilary Gardner at THE SALON - The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011



Bucky Pizzarelli at THE SALON - The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011 Derek Smith at THE SALON - The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011

Fredo Ceraso behind the bar at THE SALON - December 30, 2010. Hendrick’s Cocktail by Fredo Ceraso at THE SALON - December 30, 2010

George Gee Swing Orchestra at THE SALON - December 30, 2010Dandy Wellington on stage at THE SALON - December 30, 2010

THE SALON - Photos from past Events



Legs Malone - Dec. 30, 2010 Salon at Rebel

THE SALON - Photos from past Events

THE SALON at The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011

John Dokes singing with George Gee Swing Orchestra 
on December 30th, 2009 THE SALON at Players Club 

The Salon at The Edison Ballroom on March 11, 2011

Hilary Gardner & George Gee at THE SALON 
The Players Club,  December 30th, 2009

Dawne Hampton at THE SALON
The Players Club,  December 30th, 2009



Andre & Patrick Soluri in the Library Lounge at the 
December 30th, 2009 Salon at the Players Club 

J. Walter Hawkes and Todd Londagn  at THE SALON 
The Players Club,  December 30th, 2009

Gregory Generet at THE SALON - The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011Cocktail by Fredo Ceraso - Salon Mixologist
Salon at Galapagos Art Space

Dancing at THE SALON - December 30, 2010

Miss Ruby Valentine at THE SALON
Galapagos Art Space, January 17, 2009

Grace Gotham at THE SALON
The Edison Ballroom, March 11, 2011

THE SALON - Photos from past Events



ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 
Since 2001, THE SALON has been bringing together creative people to perform live music, dance, drink, share their 
art, and socialize. The tradition of great Salons from the past has been reinterpreted for the modern world by pulling 
from a creative community of friends and colleagues who come together to share, collaborate, and showcase their 
incredible talents in an atmosphere of old-school glamour and up-to-the-minute appreciation of the finest talents in 
vintage-inflected music and performance that New York City has to offer. Time Out NY called THE SALON one of 
“the four big event producers on NYC’s booming Jazz Age scene…”  
 
  

LAPIS LUNA 
Brooklyn-based Lapis Luna has set itself apart with an authentic presentation of jazz 
standards, enchanting ballads, obscure swing-era gems, and vintage melodies the way 
they were meant to be heard: vibrant, fun, romantic & cool. The band’s style embraces 
all forms of American music from the first half of the 20th century including hot jazz, 
early blues, big band, bebop and retro cha-cha, bossa nova, mambo & rumba. Led by 
jazz chanteuse Shawn Aileen Clark, Lapis Luna transports you to a long-gone era of 
genuine romance and spirited swing. Their winter album 'Snowbound', released 
December 2010, is available at CD Baby & iTunes. 

 
They were Christina Hendricks (Mad Men) and Geoffrey Arrend's (500 Days of Summer, Super Troopers) wedding band! The 
Mad Men cast is loads of fun. Christina says: “Every single one of our guests raved about you and everyone danced because 
Lapis Luna is pure, swinging, romance!” Lapis Luna is the swing band in the ad campaign for Kate Spade's new fragrance - Fall 
2010! Smells yummy! New York Magazine named Lapis Luna as an 'Ultimate New York City Wedding’ band choice for a 
wedding 2008-2011. 
 
Their music has taken them all over the East Coast from Boston, The Berkshires, Bar Harbor Maine, Mystic & Newport to 
Philadelphia, DC, Chicago, Savannah, Norfolk, Charleston, Raleigh, New Orleans, Memphis, and beyond! They’ve played 
celebrated venues such as Jazz at Lincoln Center, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Brooklyn Academy of Music, The Brooklyn Art 
Museum, Ellis Island, American Museum of Natural History (under the whale!), The New York Public Library, The Plaza, The 
Rainbow Room, ‘21’ Club, The Carlyle, The Waldorf, Grand Central Station, and more super duper places including lofts, 
mansions, barns, vineyards & boats! More information - www.lapisluna.com 
 
 

 
MATTHEW PIAZZI & THE DEBONAIRS 
The Debonairs featuring Matthew Piazzi, a Top 10 Finalist from Season Three of NBC's hit TV show 
"America's Got Talent", bring you the best in 1950's & 1960's Doo Wop, 50's Pop, Rhythm & Blues 
and Soul. Hailing from New York City, the Doo Wop capital of the world, The Debonairs are 
comprised of eight versatile, experienced group members able to command any stage. Memories will 
come flooding back as you listen to the sounds of Dion & the Belmonts, Del Shannon, Jackie Wilson, 
The Drifters, Sam Cooke, The Coasters, Elvis Presley, Ben E. King, Little Richard, Otis Redding, Ray 
Charles and many more. Their mixed bag of tunes will surely take you on a musical trip recapturing 

those glorious carefree yesterdays. And The Debonairs energetic shows evoke emotions ranging from sheer excitement to 
feelings of pure nostalgia. With a beat you won't be able to resist, you will soon find yourself dancing to the best 50’s and 60’s 
rock and roll you ever heard. More information - www.thedebonairs.com 
 
 

  
QUEEN ESTHER  
Queen Esther is a multi-disciplinary artist. She is a graduate of The New School in 
screenwriting, the Governor’s Honors Program (state of Georgia) in theater and a Merit 
Award recipient in National Foundation for the Advancement of the Arts’ ARTS program 
in acting. Her work as a vocalist, lyricist, songwriter and actor/solo performer and 
playwright has led to creative collaborations in neo-vaudeville, alternative theater, various 
alt-rock configurations, (neo) swing bands, trip hop DJs, spoken word performances, jazz 
combos, jam bands, various blues configurations, original Off Broadway plays and 
musicals, experimental music/art noise and performance art.  

  
Her production Queen Esther’s Stagedoor Canteen -- a weekly hour-long USO style variety show that welcomed performers to 
entertain the relief workers at Ground Zero for free -- received an honorary Drama Desk award. As a featured actor in Bravo  



 
(Queen Esther cont’d) 
 
TV’s documentary series The It Factor, an AUDELCO award-nominated star of George C. Wolfe’s Harlem Song, and Grand 
Prize winner of the 2008 Jazzmobile Vocal Competition, Queen Esther continues to create solo performance art as well as genre-
defying original music while thriving in ongoing creative partnerships in jazz. 
 
Of her self-released debut Black Americana CD “Talkin’ Fishbowl Blues” All Music Guide says: “Youll have to set your 
preconceptions aside for this one. Queen Esther is active in the theater and performance art worlds, sings the blues, sings jazz 
with the JC Hopkins Biggish Band and now has offered up a great Rock and Roll album. Is there anything this woman can’t 
do?” (4 out of 5 stars) 
 
Her newly released jazz CD “What Is Love?” is currently garnering rave reviews and receiving radio airplay worldwide. 
More information - www.queen-esther.com 
 
 
  

DANDY WELLINGTON - MC 
As a producer, Dandy has forged strong relationships across many industries within the 
United States and abroad, and is constantly creating partnerships through events. These 
partnerships saw their beginnings in India, where Dandy worked with Miss Universe and IG 
International, using fashion as a catalyst for AIDS awareness, and more recent projects such as 
the Liberty Belle Spectacular, have gained high volume press through Dandy’s collaboration 
with other well-known Vintage producers. 
 

In the fashion world, Dandy Wellington is known as a theatrical show producer, creative stylist and consultant. Clients such as 
Red Bull Space, Laura Dawson, Karen Sabag and Make Up Forever have enlisted Dandy for his sought-after imagination, and 
unparalleled eye for detail. As an entertainer, Dandy Wellington is a trained dancer, singer, choreographer, and accomplished 
MC who travels and performs around the world. Some credits include performing for 3000+ people at Hammerstein Ballroom 
and singing with pop star Debbie Gibson in TimesSquare. Dandy is currently performing with The Champagne Riot, E Three 
Productions, and the famed Harlem James Gang. More information - www.dandywellington.com 
 
   

ANGIE PONTANI – burlesque dancer 
The Reigning Queen of Burlesque and Miss Exotic World, Angie Pontani has been shaking her tail 
feathers for as long as she can remember. Founding member of The World Famous Pontani Sisters, 
she is one of the most recognized and respected names in burlesque and has been credited with 
helping to pioneer the new revival with her classic and classy approach to strip-tease. 
 
Performing all over the world, Angie spreads the glamour gospel with every shimmy, bump ‘n’ 
grind, high kick and eye trick. She has been featured at private events for STUFF MAGAZINE, 
ESQUIRE MAGAZINE, HENNESSY, The Fox 5 Super Bowl Party, Virgin Records, The 
Guggenheim and many others. She strutted her rhinestone studded self multiple times on Late Night 
with Conan OBrien, Queer Eye for the Straight Guy and Gossip Girl. Not one to shy away from the 
camera, Angie has flashed her pearly whites for renowned photographers like Ellen Von Unwerth 
and has been featured in countless prominent publications including The New Yorker, Glamour, The 
New York Times, Allure, Cosmopolitan, L’Uomo Vogue, Page Six Magazine, TIME and even In 

Touch Weekly! 
 
This highly decorated Italian-Stallionette was recently named Miss Cyclone by Astroland in lovely Coney Island in honor of the 
famed roller coaster. She has also won the title of Miss Exotic World 2008. Culminating pounds or plumage worth of exper-
tease, Angie puts on a show unmatched in style, sass, class and costuming, wowing fans the likes of Sting, Hilary Duff,  
(Angie Pontani cont’d) 
The Strokes, Bai Ling, Anthony Kiedas & Taryn Manning, and has even performed for Hugh Hefner at LA's famous Orpheum 
Theatre.  More information - www.angiepontani.com  
 
• “#l Burlesque Attraction in the nation” - states AOL.com. 
• “The best of Burlesque!” - exclaims AM New York. 
• “Burlesque is booming in NYC and Angie Pontani is its reigning star!"- hails Page Six Magazine. 
  
 
  



GRACE GOTHAM – burlesque dancer 
Grace Gotham, humor’s favorite temptress, is a vaudevillian specializing in old time comedic burlesque 
with a little song and dance thrown in the mix. She was featured in Marie Claire magazine (November 
2009 issue) in a first-person essay she wrote about performing burlesque and being married to a man who 
is involved in local politics and who plans to run for office. In addition, she was a featured guest on 
Oprah Radio (the Dr. Laura Berman Show) discussing the article and life surrounding the art of tassel 
twirling (12/4/09). 
 
Grace performs regularly around New York City and has graced the stage at many well-known venues, 
such as The Slipper Room, Soho House, The Standard Hotel, Duane Park, The Triad Theatre, Public 

Assembly, Macao Trading Company, Nurse Bettie, Bowery Poetry Club, The Green Building, The Delancey Lounge, The Tank 
Theatre, White Star, Cercle Rouge, Chow Bar, and as part of the Burlesque at the Beach series on Coney Island.  She has also 
performed as part of the 2009 Food Network NYC Wine & Food Festival, for a formal afternoon tea hosted by Tracy Stern’s 
SALONTEA; for various themed Jazz Age parties thrown by Michael Arenella & His Dreamland Orchestra; for Chifferobe, 
Kristen Minsky’s (of The Minsky Sisters) monthly Jazz Age party in Providence, Rhode Island; in Dallas, Texas for The Ruby 
Revue’s ‘Stripping Through the Ages’ at House of Blues Dallas and Bewitching Burlesque’s “Dark Carnival” show; in 
Philadelphia, PA with Bravissimo Burlesque; as a regular cast member of BAWDY, a monthly fundraising vaudeville show 
benefiting Marriage Equality New York; and for private, themed parties on the Upper East  Side, where she resides.  
More information - www.gracegothamnyc.com 
 
 
 

MEDIANOCHE – burlesque dancer 
Medianoche has been described as appearing in the New York City burlesque scene "out of nowhere, fully 
formed, like Athena from the head of Zeus". Born and raised in sunny Spain, trained in flamenco and tango 
dance -- she brings a distinctly European je ne sais quoi to venues as varied as Duane Park, Highline 
Ballroom, and Nurse Bettie. Although always at her best when emerging from Isis wings, rhinestoned flower 
petals, or her signature red pheasant feathers, Medianoche also dances tango professionally and shares her 
costume construction and act design skills with fellow performers. 
 

 
 
 
 

DJ EFFERVESCENT 
Effervecent has been on Yehoodi.com's staff for over a decade moderating their boards and has been 
know to show up to a dance event or two (a night!). As part of the Loungerati staff, he's the man 
behind their Lounge Essentials and Angolo Di Modo columns. Eff has DJ'ed at everything from Frim 
Fram, the Lindy Mayfair, SPQR, The Salon, Chinatown Swing, and Loungerati events. And he's 
always good for a rare Burt Callingford tune.    
 
A sparkling one, for sure, our pal Eff is quick to gift a Cubanos or refill your highball. When not 

visiting the most fashionable of locales including (but not limited to) several private social clubs, he’s certain to be advancing 
cultural pursuits. And we'll never really know where the hell he keeps all his clothes! 
 
 
 

JACK FETTERMAN - lounge DJ 
Jack Fetterman co-created the quintessential NYC lounge party, "In Hi-Fi: Exotic Cocktail Music," at Bar 
d'O in 1996. Jack spins Exotica, Space Age Bachelor Pad, Now Sound, and other related genres at special 
engagements. He also throws down tracks for burlesque gigs like Bombshell Burlesque, Starshine 
Burlesque, the New York Burlesque Festival, and the Coney Island Mermaid Parade. 
 
In 2006, Jack produced "The Quiet City Penthouse Party" for Luxuriamusic.com, a ground-breaking 
Internet radio show, featuring go-go dancers, retro fashion shows, DJs, lip-syncing musicians, and 
assorted boozehounds via webcam. 

 
As a recording artist, Jack has re-arranged the music of Esquivel, Perez Prado, Les Baxter, Don Tiki, and the Waitiki 7. His latest 
track, "Similau," will appear on the April 2011 vinyl-only release of "The Waitiki 7 in Hi-Fi." Currently, Jack can be heard 
spinning Exotica with partner Gina of the Jungle at Tiki blowouts across the country and in the Big (pine)Apple. 
 
 



 
GAYLORD FIELDS - lounge DJ 
When Gaylord Fields was a wee child in 1960s New York, he was not afraid of one aspect of an impending 
adulthood. He knew he would be enveloped by all the mid-century music the grownups around him enjoyed. 
When, upon his reaching maturity, the musical trends of the times unveiled a different and less swanky plan, it 
dismayed him none. He realized he could become a cultural minister of the recorded disc and provide his own 
soundtrack to gracious living. 
 
Though Gaylord has hosted a radio program on Jersey City, NJ, freeform station WFMU of an eclectic nature 

for the past 18 years, as a denizen of the demimonde his nightclub DJ stints take on different shadings. In the 1990s, he regaled 
the clientele in the Manhattan club Bar d'O with a melange of lounge/exotica/easy-listening/bossa nova/go-go sounds for the In 
Hi-Fi lounge series, and in the 21st century he was one of the rotating guest DJs for Quiet City: Radio in Hi-Fi on 
LuxuriaMusic.com. Equally adept in the disc disciplines of '60s soul, twist, surf, beat and girl group tunes, Gaylord Fields also 
knows the secret to a perfectly balanced Shirley Temple (more Shirley, less Temple). 
 
 
 

FREDO CERASO - mixologist  
Fredo is the resident Cocktailian of The Salon and runs the noted blog, Loungerati.com writing the 
"Barfly's Beat" and "What We're Drinking" columns. A veteran of the lounge scene since the mid-
1990s, his spirits reviews and interviews have been published in Atomic, Zelda, and RetroSpective 
magazines. He is a member of the United States Bartending Guild's New York chapter, guest 
drinks blogger at foodie blog Umamimart, and rolls drinks at many Lounge, Swing, Jazz Age, and 
Burlesque events. The Queens native takes his inspiration from drinks aficionado David A. 

Embury, bon vivant Charles H. Baker, and sprezzatura icon Marcello Mastroianni.  
More information - www.Loungerati.com 
 

 
THE EDISON BALLROOM 
The history of the Edison Ballroom is extensive and illustrious. It originally opened in the 
1930s as the grand ballroom for the Hotel Edison. It was constructed in a classic art deco 
motif and offered dining and dancing to its patrons. It featured many famous bands and 
singers from the Swing era. A generation later, the ballroom was converted to the Edison 
Theater, where various Broadway theatrical productions were offered, including "Oh! 
Calcutta!," which ran for a record 13 years. 
 

In 1991, the Edison Theater was converted to the famous “Supper Club,” which offered dinner and dancing to the music of many 
"big-band" style orchestras. The venue was also utilized by a vast array of entertainers for intimate concerts and performances. 
Music icons, including Herbie Hancock, Bob Dylan, Rod Stewart, Elvis Costello, David Bowie, Tony Bennett, Jon Bon Jovi and 
Eddie Fisher, all performed on the Supper Club's stage. 
 
In 2007, the Edison Ballroom took center stage and re-opened as an elegant and upscale Manhattan venue. The unique 
architectural style paired with its long history and Times Square location, makes the Edison Ballroom a breath of fresh air for the 
New York City event scene. Owner Allan Wartski owns several other venues in New York, including Christo's Steakhouse 
inAstoria, Queens, and the Cosmopolitan Hotel in TriBeCa. 
 
Located at 240 West 47th Street, with over 16,000 square feet of impeccably designed space, 
the ballroom is an art deco haven with a modern flair. The Edison Ballroom’s beautiful decor 
and impeccable service make it a gorgeous backdrop for a wide variety of events, including 
fundraisers, fashion shows, charity galas, concerts, Broadway openings, photo and video 
shoots and much more.  More information - www.edisonballroom.com 
 
 
THE SALON 
Started in 2001 by composer and music producer Patrick Soluri, The Salon sought to develop a 
multi-cultural gathering of friends and colleagues, inspired by the historical European salons 
of the 19th and early 20th century. More recent inspiration came from the Piano Store 
Speakeasy, produced in New York City from 1999-2001 by Patrick’s twin brother ANDRE 
SOLURI and LESLEY MARTIN. The first Salon was held in Patrick's apartment in 2001; 
friends and colleagues were invited to perform, to dance, drink and socialize. The common 
thread was live music, cocktails and performance... from jazz and blues to alternative rock and 
classical music. One could hear and see both well-known and unknown artists of all genres. 



(The Salon cont’d) 
 
As the Salon grew, it became apparent that larger venues were needed. Patrick joined forces with Fredo Ceraso from 
LOUNGERATI.COM, as well as Andre Soluri and Lesley Martin of PROHIBITION PRODUCTIONS, to produce events at 
venues such as GALAPAGOS, SALON NYC, THE EMPIRE HOTEL, THE PLAYERS CLUB, and REBEL NYC. Notable 
Salons include "New Years Eve Eve" 2009 at the historic Players Club on Gramercy Park, with over 500 guests attending and 
liquor sponsors Dewar's and Infinium Spirits. Last summer on July 4, 2010 at the Empire Hotel rooftop bar, THE LIBERTY 
BELLE SPECTACULAR, a co-production with Dances of Vice, Wit's End, and Champagne Riot, had over 1,000 guests and  
significant press attention from TIME OUT NY, METROMIX, MTV, The NY POST and more. TIME OUT called it the "Top 
Live Show - Best of the Week" and one of THE things to do in NY on July 4th. 
 
Most recently, The Salon hosted the annual "New Year's Eve Eve" party on December 30, 2010 at the night-club Rebel NYC, 
which had over 500 guests. The event was sponsored by Hendrick's Gin and Milagro Tequila. The Salon's resident cocktailian, 
Fredo Ceraso of Loungerati.com, teamed up with mixologist Eryn Reece (Mayahuel) to design a cocktail menu focusing on the 
sponsor liquors. In addition there was a tequila tasting of the various types of Milagro products. www.thesalon.biz 
 
 
LOUNGERATI 
The cocktail craze that has seduced the city recently is nothing new to the Loungerati; they’ve been living la dolce vita for over 
ten years.  Their flight plan - create an outlet for like-minded individuals united in the pursuit of lounge culture. Their website 
provides reviews of cocktails, lounges, bars and events, as well as articles, entertainment, and commentary. Keep your eyes open 
for Loungerati sponsored events and cocktail menus near you! www.Loungerati.com 
 

For more information please visit: www.thesalon.biz 
# # # 


